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EAST FORK OF THE I L L I N O I S RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES
ELIGIBILITY STUDY

I.  INTRODUCTION

I n 1968, Congress e n a c t e d t h e N a t i o n a l W i l d and Scen ic R i v e r s A c t , e s t a b l i s h i n g
a system f o r p r e s e r v i n g ou ts tand ing f r e e - fl o w i n g r i v e r s . The S i sk i you N a t i o n a l
F o r e s t Land and Resource Management P l a n ( F o r e s t P lan ) was re leased in March,
1989. American R ive rs , I n c . and the Oregon R i v e r s C o u n c i l appealed t h e F o r e s t
P l a n in June 1989. The appeal was based, in p a r t , t h a t t h e F o r e s t P l a n and
accompanying FEIS d i d n o t adequately a s s e s s p o t e n t i a l w i l d a n d scen ic r i v e r s on
t h e F o r e s t .

To s e t t l e t h e appeal , t h e S i s k i y o u N a t i o n a l F o r e s t agreed t o eva luate t h e
e l i g i b i l i t y o f t r i b u t a r i e s t o t h e I l l i n o i s R i v e r . E l i g i b l e s t r e a m s a r e those
determined t o b e f r e e - fl o w i n g t h a t possess a t l e a s t one s t r e a m - r e l a t e d v a l u e
t h a t i s “ O u t s t a n d i n g l y Remarkable". P o t e n t i a l l y e l i g i b l e s t r e a m s w i l l b e
managed t o p r o t e c t t h o s e va lues , a l ong w i t h t h e i r p o t e n t i a l c l a s s i fi c a t i o n s
( w i l d , s c e n i c , o r r e c r e a t i o n a l ) u n t i l t h e i r fi n a l s u i t a b i l i t y f o r i n c l u s i o n
i n t o t h e W i l d and S c e n i c R i v e r sys tem is determined.

A f t e r a n i n i t i a l e l i g i b i l i t y s c r e e n i n g , f o u r s t r e a m s o n t h e I l l i n o i s Va l l e y
Ranger D i s t r i c t w e r e de te rmined t o have segments w h i c h a r e f r e e - fl o w i n g a n d
might possess "Ou ts tand ing l y Remarkable Values (ORV) " . An E l i g i b i l i t y Study
w i l l b e p repa red f o r each o f these s t r e a m s t o d e t e r m i n e whe ther i n d e e d t h e
s t r e a m c o n t a i n s o n e o r more ORVs. E a s t Fork I l l i n o i s R i v e r i s one o f t h e f o u r
s t r e a m s .

I I . E L I G I B I L I T Y STUDY PROCESS

T h i s E l i g i b i l i t y Study p r o v i d e s d a t a o n t h e e x i s t i n g c o n d i t i o n o f each r e s o u r c e
a n d s e r v e s a s t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e r i v e r management planning p r o c e s s . I t
p r o v i d e s a s t a n d a r d i z e d approach t o eva lua t i on o f v a l u e s o f t h e t r i b u t a r i e s a n d
r i v e r s . I n t e r i m management, management d i r e c t i o n , a n d p o t e n t i a l boundar ies
w i l l b e d e t e r m i n e d based o n i n f o r m a t i o n p r o v i d e d i n t h i s assessment. Al though
t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f va l ue s i g n i fi c a n c e i s a m a t t e r o f i n f o r m e d p r o f e s s i o n a l
judgement and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , t h i s p rocess i n c l u d e s t h e f o l l o w i n g s t e p s o r
v e r i fi c a t i o n techn iques:

- - A n i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y t e a m approach (see Appendix C , L i s t o f Preparers ) .
-- Considgration of uniqueness and r a r i t y at t h e r e g i o n a l and n a t i o n a l

l e v e l .
- - C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f w h e t h e r o r n o t v a l u e s a r e r i v e r - r e l a t e d (owe t h e i r

e x i s t e n c e t o o r c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e f u n c t i o n i n g o f t h e r i v e r sys tem and i t s
immediate e n v i r o n m e n t ) .

- - The u s e o f q u a l i t a t i v e gu ide l ines t o h e l p d e t e r m i n e s i g n i fi c a n c e .

Regional boundaries a r e based p a r t i a l l y on t h e e i g h t geographic reg ions
' descr ibed in t h e 1989 S t a t e w i d e Comprehensive O u t d o o r R e c r e a t i o n P l a n f o r

Oregon. The E a s t F o r k o f t h e I l l i n o i s R i v e r and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s a r e i n SCORP
Region 9, which i n c l u d e s Josephine, Jackson, Klamath, and Douglas C o u n t i e s ( s e e
Appendix B ) . Regional b o u n d a r i e s a r e a l s o e v a l u a t e d a c c o r d i n g to phys iographic
reg ions .



I I I . EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The u p p e r E a s t F o r k p r o v i d e s t h e b e s t - p r e s e r v e d g l a c i a l l a n d f o r m and s t r e a m
sys tem on t h e Sisk iyou N a t i o n a l F o r e s t . Few o t h e r a r e a s in t h e SCORP r e g i o n
have t h i s t y p e o f fea tu re . The c l o s e p r o x i m i t y t o t h e c o a s t , l o w l a t i t u d e , a n d
r e l a t i v e l y l ow e l e v a t i o n o f t h e g l a c i a l topography i s unusual .

The a r e a p r o v i d e s a unique eco log ica l s e t t i n g - uncommon or r e l i c endemic p l a n t
and t r e e spec ies grow here. The l a r g e s t Brewer ' s spruce i n C a l i f o r n i a i s f o u n d
i n t h e s tudy c o r r i d o r .

Two s c e n i c gorgesfwith w a t e r f a l l s , p o o l s , a n d i n t e r e s t i n g r o c k format iOns grace
t h e East_Fork (below t h e Wilderness Boundary) and Dunn Qreek (above t h e N o r t h
F o r k o f Dunn C r e e k ) . 7 U I

There i s h i g h p r o b a b i l i t y t h a t p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s may b e f o u n d a l o n g s t r e a m s i n
'~= the s t u d y a r e a . These s i t e s a r e i m p o r t a n t because few p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have

gbeen d i scove red in Sou the rn Oregon. ,
1

The E a s t F o r k I l l i n o i s R i v e r i s c o n s i d e r e d f r e e ‐ fl o w i n g through m o s t o f i t s
l eng th , a l though impoundments a n d d i v e r s i o n s a long t h e l o w e r reaches d i s r u p t
t h e fl o w . '

I V . PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

P u b l i c invo lvement a n d i n p u t was sought f o r t h i s s t u d y. I n d i v i d u a l s and groups
w e r e c o n t a c t e d th rough p u b l i c meet ings , phone c o n v e r s a t i o n s , and t h e m a i l . Few
peop le responded to r e q u e s t s f o r i n fo rmat ion . The m a i l i n g l i s t , a n d a l l
co r respondence concern ing t h i s s tudy a r e on fi l e a t t h e I l l i n o i s Va l l e y Ranger
D i s t r i c t  o f fi c e .

V. STREAMS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY

The E a s t Fork I l l i n o i s and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s a r e l o c a t e d i n t h e S isk i you
Mounta ins, in t h e n o r t h e r n p a r t of t h e Klamath Geologic P r o v i n c e a long the
C a l i f o r n i a / O r e g o n b o r d e r. The E a s t F o r k i s a m a j o r t r i b u t a r y t o t h e ma ins tem
I l l i n o i s . The study a r e a begins a t the S isk iyou N a t i o n a l F o r e s t boundary abou t
8 m i l e s sou th o f Cave J u n c t i o n . Some o f t h e m a j o r s t r e a m s t h a t fl o w i n t o t h e
E a s t F o r k (Grayback, Sucker, A l thouse and t h e i r t r i b u t a r i e s ) ware s c r e e n e d
sepa ra te l y and a r e n o t i n c l u d e d i n t h i s s t u d y. The p e r e n n i a l t r i b u t a r i e s t h a t
a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e s tudy a r e a a r e l i s t e d be low.

Some of t h e E a s t F o r k fl o w s th rough p r i v a t e l a n d s a n d o t h e r ownerships ( f e d e r a l
and s t a t e ) . The E a s t F o r k o r i g i n a t e s in t h e S i s k i y o u Wi lderness. Othe rw ise ,
m o s t o f t h e watershed i s roaded and r e a d i l y a c c e s s i b l e t o m o t o r v e h i c l e s . I n
t o t a l , about 56.5 m i l e s o f c r e e k a r e c o n s i d e r e d i n t h i s s t u d y. About 3.66
mi les of t h e E a s t F o r k a r e w i t h i n t h e S isk iyou Wilderness. The map u s e d to
e s t i m a t e the leng ths showu i n F igu re l i s t h e 1/2 i n c h t o t h e m i l e S isk i you
N a t i o n a l F o r e s t map ( s e e Appendix A , E a s t F o r k I l l i n o i s Study A r e a Map).



The fo l l ow ing c h a r t shows lengths o f each s t r e a m and cor respond ing acreage:

F igure l . Streams Considered in t h i s S tudy

Stream Name M i l e s Acreage - Stream M i l e s X
1/4 M i l e o n each s i d e o f
Greek

Mainstem East Fo r k I l l i n o i s

From Fo r e s t Boundary to Wilderness 8.9 2,848
From Wilderness to Headwaters 3.7 1,184
L i t t l e E lde r Creek 3.0 960
E l d e r Creek 3 .4 1,088
Page Creek 2 .8 896
Sco tch Gulch 0 . 4 128
Cedar Gulch 0.7 224
Long Gulch 1 .2 384
Bybee Gulch 0.5 160
Chicago Creek 2.7 864
Sanger Canyon 2 . 0 640
Unnamed T r i b u t a r i e s t o Eas t Fo r k 1 . 9 608

Dunn Creek

Mainstem Dunn Creek 7.6 2,432
Unnamed Tr i b u t a r i e s t o Dunn Creek 7.8 2,496

No r t h F o r k Dunn Creek

Mainstem 1.6 512
Unnamed T r i b u t a r i e s 0 . 6 192

B lack Creek

Mainstem 1 . 8 576

Packers Creek

Mainstem 1 .6 512

Poker Creek

Mainstem ‘ 1 .6 512
Unnamed Tr i b u t a r i e s 2.7 864

TOTAL STREAMS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY 56.5 18,080*
* .
A l l o f t he s t r e ams combined inc lud ing some over lap f o r s t r e am junc t i ons .



HISTORIC USES

The E a s t F o r k I l l i n o i s R i v e r i s p r e s e n t l y used f o r i r r i g a t i o n ; numerous
d i v e r s i o n s and d i t c h e s occur o n t h e p r i v a t e l y owned l a n d downstream o f t h e
s tudy a r e a . Many people t a k e w a t e r d i r e c t l y f rom t h e r i v e r . M i n i n g o c c u r r e d
d u r i n g Oregon‘s g o l d r u s h in t h e l a t e 1800 's , a l t h o u g h t h e s tudy a r e a was n o t
a s h e a v i l y mined a s a d j a c e n t m i n i n g d i s t r i c t s . S e v e r a l c l a i m s a r e c u r r e n t .
Much o f t h e r i v e r c o r r i d o r has been logged i n t h e p a s t . Other u s e s i n c l u d e
r e c r e a t i o n .

BLH STUDY

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) assessed abou t 17 m i l e s of the E a s t F o r k
( o f wh ich on ly 0 .5 m i l e s is on l a n d administered by t h e BLM). I t was n o t found
e l i g i b l e f o r f u r t h e r s t u d y.

V I . DISCUSSION OF STREAM-RELATED VALUES

SUMMARY

S e v e r a l r e s o u r c e a r e a s w i l l b e d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s s e c t i o n , i n c l u d i n g p h y s i c a l ,
b i o l o g i c a l , s o c i a l , and c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . Each r e s o u r c e i s d i s c u s s e d
s e p a r a t e l y. The c r i t e r i a f o r t h e " O u t s t a n d i n g Remarkab le“ r a t i n g i s p r o v i d e d ,
f o l l o w e d b y a d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e r e s o u r c e , a n d a " fi n d i n g " which
summarizes t h e r e s o u r c e d e s c r i p t i o n .

GEOLOGICAL/HYDROLOGICAL

CRITERIA FOR OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE RATING

The s t r e a m , t h e a r e a w i t h i n t h e s t r e a m c o r r i d o r , o r t h e d r a i n a g e b a s i n c o n t a i n s
example(s) of a geo log ic or hyd ro l og i c f e a t u r e , p r o c e s s , or phenomenon t h a t is
r a r e , u n u s u a l , o n e ‐o f - a - k i n d , o r un ique t o t h e geographic r e g i o n . The
f e a t u r e ( s ) may be in an unusua l ly a c t i v e s t a g e of development, r e p r e s e n t a
t e x t b o o k example, and/or r e p r e s e n t a u n i q u e o r r a r e c o m b i n a t i o n o f g e o l o g i c
f e a t u r e s ( a l l u v i a l , e r o s i o n a l , l a n d s l i d e , s o i l s , v o l c a n i c , g l a c i a l , a n d o t h e r
geo log ic f e a t u r e s ) o r hyd ro log i c phenomena ( l a r g e a q u i f e r s , s p r i n g s , bogs , o r
o t h e r  f e a t u r e s ) .

EXISTING CONDITION

Geology

Bedrock Geology

The r i v e r c o r r i d o r is s i m i l a r to o thers in t h e Klamath Mountains G e o l o g i c
P rov ince of southwestern Oregon and nor thwestern C a l i f o r n i a . Bedrock types
i n c l u d e g r a n i t i c rocks , u l t r a m a fi c rocks ( s e r p e n t i n e and p e r i d o t i t e ) , and
metamorphic r o c k s (mos t l y s l a t e and metavolcanic r o c k s ) . These r o c k s were
added t h e w e s t e r n edge o f Nor th America d u r i n g t h e T r i a s s i c and J u r a s s i c
P e r i o d s , f r o m 200 m i l l i o n t o 150 m i l l i o n years ago.



Topography

Elevat ions range from 1500 f ee t about two mi les downstream from Takilma at the
mouth o f L i t t l e E l d e r Creek to j u s t o v e r 6300 f e e t a t Young ’s Peak and Lookou t
Mounta in . B lack B u t t e and the o t he r h i g h peaks a r e a lmos t as h i g h .

G l a c i a t i o n

The c l u s t e r o f h i g h peaks a t t he head of t he s tudy a r ea suppor ted numerous
g l a c i e r s . The g l a c i e r s occurred between 10,000 and 100,000 yea r s ago, d u r i n g
the Pleistocene or I c e Age. The upper v a l l e y of t h e E a s t Fo rk had more r e c e n t
g l a c i a t i o n than the t r i b u t a r i e s .

Ea s t F o r k : The broad d i v i d e between the uppermost reach of t h e Eas t Fork and
Young's Va l l ey was occup ied by an i c e mass t h a t moved b o t h south down what is
now Young ‘s Va l l e y and n o r t h down the Eas t Fo r k . The g l a c i e r l a s t e d much
longer on the n o r t h s i d e than on the south s i d e . Young 's Va l l e y has l o s t much
o f i t s g l a c i a l appearance due t o po s t - g l a c i a l e r o s i o n , wh i l e t he g l a c i a l
charac te r of the Eas t Fork is wel l -preserved.

The uppermost f o u r m i l e s of the E a s t Fork , down to about Sanger Creek , is a
g l a c i a l l y ca r ved U-shaped v a l l e y. The v a l l e y bo t t om i s a bou t o n e - q u a r t e r m i l e
w i de . The bo t tom o f the upper v a l l e y has n o t been eroded s i n c e t h e g l a c i a t i o n ,
a l though the r i v e r has eroded and redepos i ted many moraines (unconso l i da t ed
depos i t s o f sand, g rave l and bou lde rs made b y g l a c i e r s ) .

The mountain peaks t h a t surround t h e upper end of t h e dra inage a r e ho rns , ba re
rock peaks scu lp ted on severa l s i d e s by g l a c i a t i o n . L i t t l e s o i l o r v ege t a t i o n
has developed on the upper s lopes.

Below the upper rocky slopes is a band of b rush and s t u n t e d t r e e s . Numerous
s ca r s from severa l episodes o f snow avalanches mark the mid -s lopes ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y along t h e E a s t Fo r k above Sanger Creek. These a r e revege ta ted
w i t h b r u s h and sma l l t r e e s .

O the r g l a c i e r f e a t u r e s found a long the Eas t F o r k a r e hang i ng v a l l e y s and c i r q u e
l a k e s . About f o u r hanging v a l l e y s and f o u r sma l l l a k e s a r e found in t h i s a r e a .
Add i t i o n a l i n t e r m i t t e n t l akes and t a r n bas ins a r e p l e n t i f u l . Se ve r a l s m a l l
marshes occu r i n t h e upper ends o f f o rmer l y g l a c i a t ed t r i b u t a r i e s . Whiskey
Lake, l o c a t e d o n the d i v i d e between Chicago and Sanger Greeks, i s pended b y a
mora ine .

Sanger C reek : A deep deposi t o f unconsol idated sand, g rave l , and bou l d e r s
appears th roughou t Sanger Canyon. Pos t -g lac ia l d e b r i s f rom t h e s lopes may be
cover ing g l a c i a l depos i t s . The s t r e am has c u t a n o t c h up to 50 f e e t deep
though the d e t r i t u s .

The g l a c i e r s ended at Sanger Creek , ev idenced by t h e change in topography a long
the Eas t Fo rk . The Ueshaped v a l l e y ends w i t h a 5 0 - f o o t d e p o s i t of sand and
bou lde rs f rom the termina l mora ine. The v a l l e y bot tom t a p e r s t o a n a r r ow
V-shaped canyon s im i l a r to o t h e r canyons of t h e e a s t s i d e of t h e F o r e s t .



Dunn Creek : The headwaters of Dunn Creek a r e a l s o g l a c i a t ed , a l though l e s s
recen t l y than the Eas t Fork ; thus, the landforms a r e n o t as w e l l preserved.
B lack Creek and Po k e r C reek ( t h e t w o ma j o r t r i b u t a r i e s t o Dunn C reek ) a l s o show
g l a c i a l f e a t u r e s ( c i r q u e l akes , t a r n b a s i n s , e t c . ) . The c i r q u e t h a t once
occupied the head of Poker Creek is now eroded i n t o a deep canyon. Adjacent to
the head o f the canyon, b u t ou ts ide the Ea s t Fork d ra inage , i s Poker F l a t , a
two square m i l e remnan t o f p r e - g l a c i a l landforms con ta i n i ng meadows and
fl a t t i s h slopes. The combination of the two c o n t r a s t i n g landforms is an
exce l l en t example of the way t h a t g lac ie rs can a l t e r t h e landscape.

Min ing

Some o f t he e a r l i e s t g o l d d i s cove r i e s i n Josephine Coun t y w e r e a t S a i l o r ' s
Gulch, A l l e n Gu lch , and Scotch Gulch (adjacent to b u t o u t s i d e t h e s t udy '
c o r r i d o r ) . Hydrau l ic d i t c h e s were c on s t r u c t e d a long t h e E a s t Fo r k a n d some
t r i b u t a r i e s . The go ld was de r i v ed f rom a n a n c i e n t g r a ve l d e p o s i t o n t h e r i d g e
be tween Tak i lma and Waldo. Seve ra l h i s t o r i c , b u t r e l a t i v e l y sma l l , g o l d
placers were explored a long lowar Dunn Creek.

Go ld l ode d i s cove r i e s a r e r a r e ; t he area has no r e pu t a t i o n as a s i g n i fi c a n t
go l d l o d e d i s t r i c t . Southeast of Takilma is a c l u s t e r of fi v e moderate-sized
s u l fi d e depos i ts t h a t were mined f o r copper around t h e t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y .
Chromi te m i n i n g has i n t e r m i t t e n t l y taken p l a ce a t a b o u t t w e n t y s c a t t e r e d sm a l l
depos i t s in the serpen t ine t e r r a i n .

Numerous v a l i d c la ims (none c u r r e n t l y ope ra t i ng ) e x i s t on t h e l ow e r reaches o f
b o t h t he E a s t Fo r k and Dunn Creek. S u c t i o n d r edg i ng p r obab l y o c cu r s on a_small
s c a l e . A s i g n i fi c a n t inc rease i n m in i ng i n t h e fo reseeab le f u t u r e i s u n l i k e l y .

Hyd ro l ogy

Bo th t h e Eas t F o r k and Dunn Creek have a v a r i e t y o f channel t ypes i n c l u d i n g
b r a i d e d , meandering, and confined. Streambanks range f rom sandy and g r a ve l l y
a l luv ium to bedrock. Old a l l u v i a l t e r r a c e s (10 to 30 f e e t above t h e s t ream)
a r e common.

Downstream f r om the confluence of the Eas t Fork and Dunn Creek, t h e v a l l e y
widens and t h e s t r e am channel is i n c i s ed i n t o a fl o o d p l a i n . S o i l and g r a ve l
from t h e 1964 fl o o d has been added to the bars w i t h i n the c u r r e n t channel. The
wide channel does n o t appear t o b e s i g n i fi c a n t l y a l t e r e d b y m i n i n g o r b y t h e
r e c e n t aggradation.

Ra i n and snow-melt t e n d t o r u n r a p i d l y o f f t h e rocky peaks and se r p en t i n e
t e r r a i n . The f r a c t u r e d se rpen t i ne bedrock s u p p o r t s s p r i n g s and a few bogs .

Ea s t Fo rk

F o r e s t Boundary t o Dunn Creek : Th i s one-mile s t r e t c h has a r e l a t i v e l y s t r a i g h t
50 ‐ foo t wide grave l bed, i n c i s ed 10 to 20 f e e t i n t o bedrock . Shade ( l e s s than
50 p e r c e n t canopy co ve r ) is mainly f rom con i f e r s and hardwoods on t h e banks.



Mouth o f Dunn Creek t o t h e " E a s t F o r k Canyon" : T h i s h a l f - m i l e reach i s a
depos i t iona l a r e a f o r sediment washed through the canyon. Clumps and s t r i p s o f
hardwood, es tab l i shed s i n c e t h e 1964 fl o o d , a r e growing on t h e w ide g rave l bars
along the edge o f t h e s t r e a m .

E a s t Fo r k Canyon: The E a s t Fork Canyon extends to t he mouth of Sanger Creek. I t
has t w o d i s t i n c t reaches. The lower reach ex t ends ups t r eam f o r two m i l e s t o
Chicago Creek. The s t r e am is confined to t he canyon bottom. Almost t h e whole
l eng th was aggraded in 1964. The streambed is l a r g e l y composed of bou lders ;
l i t t l e bedrock is exposed in t he channel . S t r eam shade ( l e s s t h an 50 p e r c e n t
canopy cove r ) is p rov ided by c o n i f e r s and hardwoods a long t h e banks .

A t Chicago Creek , t h e d ra i nage i s i n c i s ed w i t h i n a na r row, V-shaped canyon
con t a i n i n g r o c k c l i f f s , w a t e r f a l l s , and bedrock poo l s . The r i v e r has ca rved a
s inuous pa t h . The canyon bot tom is between 15 and 40 f e e t w i de . S t eep s lopes
a l t e r n a t i v e w i t h v e r t i c a l r o c k wa l l s u p t o 9 0 f e e t t a l l . F o u r t o t e n f o o t h i g h
cascades a r e numerous, w i t h two f a l l s l a r g e r t han 25 f e e t .

Subs t r a t e s i z e and compos i t ion is v a r i e d . The bedrock areas a r e s c u l p t u r e d by
the r i v e r , and b o i l i n g p o t s a r e common. Concent ra t ions of l a r g e , wel l - rounded
boulders o c c u r a l ong and w i t h i n t he w a t e r c o u r s e . G l a c i a l l y d e r i v e d b r e c c i a s
and conglomerates a r e of spec i a l i n t e r e s t i n g .

Wi lderness: The p o r t i o n of t h e Ea s t Fork w i t h i n t h e S i s k i you Wi lderness flows
through a wide , g l ac i a t ed v a l l e y. Most o f t h i s a rea has a l ow g rad i en t , e x c e p t
f o r t he uppermost m i l e or so which is s t e e p e r and cascades ove r r o c k ledges . A
box canyon s i t s at t h e v e r y headwaters. The r i p a r i a n canopy t h roughou t t h e
w i l de rness i s shad ie r t han the l ow e r reaches , b u t p rov ides l e s s t h an 75 p e r c e n t
c o v e r.

Smal l T r i b u t a r i e s t o t h e Eas t Fork

L i t t l e E l d e r Creek and E l d e r Creek comprise about t h r e e to fi v e square m i l e s
each. T h e i r lowest reach i s a smal l v a l l e y and the s t r eams r u n p a r a l l e l t o
each o t he r about 1000 f e e t a p a r t f o r one m i l e be fo re en t e r i n g t he r i v e r .
Landforms suggest they have n o t always r u n p a r a l l e l . They b o t h have m i d d l e
reaches t h a t a r e smal l canyons, and they bo t h have upper reaches t h a t have
fl a t t e r g rad ien ts a n d b a s i n land fo rms . The lowes t reach is p r i v a t e
ag r i c u l t u r a l l and , and t h e upper reaches have been i n t ense l y roaded and
logged. F i f t e e n to 20 p e r c e n t o f t he dra inage i s se rpen t i ne w i t h i t s
assoc ia ted vege ta t ion . The s t r e ams a r e f a i r l y w e l l shaded w i t h hardwoods t h a t
have regrown s i nce l ogg ing and the 1964 s t o rm , b u t r i p a r i a n v e g e t a t i o n i s
s c a n t y i n t h e p r i v a t e l a n d . Some o f t h e summer fl ow i s d i v e r t e d f o r
a g r i c u l t u r e .

Page Creek i s a th ree ‘ squa re m i l e d ra inage , almost a l l o f which i s w i t h i n the
Nat iona l F o r e s t . The Cowboy coper mine is about a h a l f square m i l e . The
l owes t p a r t o f the watershed i s p r i v a t e l y owned; a g r i c u l t u r a l w i thdrawal may
l i m i t the q u a n t i t y o f w a t e r reach ing the Ea s t Fork i n summer. W i t h i n t h e
Na t i ona l F o r e s t t he re i s one m i l e o f fl a t t i s h v a l l e y abou t 1/4 m i l e w i d e .
Desp i te se lec t i ve logg ing , t h i s p a r t o f the s t r e am is we l l - shaded , ma in ly w i t h
hardwoods. The m idd l e t h i r d o f t he dra inage i s most ly se r pen t i ne , b u t t h e
r i p a r i a n zone is moderately wel l -shaded w i t h hardwoods. The t w o ma i n branches



o f t h e upper reaches have more shade f rom con i f e r s , d e sp i t e the Fo r e s t S e r v i c e
r o a d s and h a r v e s t u n i t s t h e r e .

S c o t c h Gu l ch encompasses t w o square m i l e s . It is h a l f s e r p e n t i n e a n d was
p l a ce r mined i n t h e 1850 ' s . The F o r e s t l a n d has r o a d s a n d h a r v e s t u n i t s . The
lower p a r t i s p r i v a t e land.

Cedar Gulch has a drainage a rea of 2 square mi les . The upper p a r t s , wh ich a r e
p a r t i a l l y se rpen t i ne , burned i n t h e Longwood fi r e , and there a r e roads and
t imber ha rves t . The lower p a r t is p r i v a t e l a nd and is covered w i t h hardwoods.

Long Gulch encompasses two square m i l e s of which about h a l f is s e r p e n t i n e . The
Long Gulch r i p a r i a n canopy was t o t a l l y dest royed by t h e Longwood F i r e of 1987.

Dunn Creek

Confluence w i t h E a s t F o r k to N o r t h F o r k Dunn C r e e k : T h i s 2 1/2 m i l e r e a c h i s
confined to a 40 foo tnw ide g r a ve l bed w i t h meanders and a f a i r canopy o f
hardwoods on t h e g r a v e l ba rs . L i t t l e sediment appears to have been depos i t ed
he re in 1964.

N o r t h F o r k t o Poke r C r e e k : T h i s one m i l e r e a c h i s s i m i l a r t o t he l o w e r r each ,
w i t h a n a r r ow e r g r a v e l bed.

Dunn Creek Go rge : Above Poker Creek i s a h a l f - m i l e o f n a r r o w gorge ( s i m i l a r t o
t h e gorge descr ibed under Eas t Fork Canyon). There a r e r o c k c l i f f s hundreds of
f e e t h i g h , a n d s e v e r a l bedrock w a t e r f a l l s w i t h deep poo l s . Sediment moves
through t h i s segment r a p i d l y.

Above t h e Gorge p a s t B l a c k C r e e k : The t h r e e m i l e r e a c h t o t h e upper f o r k s i s
heav i l y aggraded and p a r t s may be d r y in summer, at l e a s t du r i ng droughty
yea r s . There a r e few t e r r a c e s and slopes a r e genera l l y s t e e p . There a r e
c o n i f e r s on t h e s t e e p stream ‐adjacent s lopes , b u t t h e w ide s t r e am bed has p o o r
cove r of s c a t t e r e d b r u s h and hardwoods.

The Upper F o r k s : The upper reach i s t w o t w i n v a l l e y s , each 1 1/2 m i l e s l o n g ,
t h a t were g l a c i a t e d . They a r e fl a t t i s h b u t n a r r ow. The e a s t e r n one has a
pe renn ia l l a ke and poss ib ly a n i n t e r m i t t e n t l a ke . E a r l y r o a d c o n s t r u c t i o n and
logg ing in t h e weste rnmost f o r k has p rov i ded much sediment to Dunn Creek.

Smal l T r i b u t a r i e s t o Dunn Creek

Poker Creek is f o u r m i l e s l ong and prov ides c o o l w a t e r to lower Dunn Creek.
The upper end i s a s c en i c e roded g l a c i a l b a s i n f r om g l a c i a t i o n o l d e r t h a n t h a t
o f t h e Ea s t F o r k . H i g h r o c k c l i f f s su r round t h e uppe r end o f t h e b a s i n . The
hardwood v e g e t a t i o n i n t h e upper channels show t h a t s e v e r a l major snow o r
deb r i s avalanches o c c u r r e d he re l ong be fo re t h e 1964 e v e n t , which h a d no
obv ious a f f e c t s .

B l a c k Creek is t h r e e m i l e s l o n g and inc ludes 2 1/2 square m i l e s . The o r i g i n is
a g l a c i a l bas i n w i t h a sma l l l a k e . The Crazy Peak s l i d e e n t e r e d black Creek
about one q u a r t e r m i l e f rom Dunn Creek. Th i s s t r e am has a 50% canopy o f fi r
along much o f i t s length , and may be con t r i b u t i n g water t h a t i s c oo l e r t h an
t h a t o f Dunn Creek, desp i te t h e l a r ge serpent ine a r e a in i t s drainage.



Packers Creek d r a i n s about 1 1/2 square mi les and the drainage is about 1/2
se rpen t i ne t e r r a i n . The uppe r p a r t was severe ly bu rned i n t h e Longwood fi r e
and was salvage logged. A l though the r i p a r i a n a r e a s were n o t bu rned as
in tense ly as other p a r t s o f the slopes, t h i s sma l l r o c k y dra inage probably does
n o t supply much c o o l w a t e r to the Dunn Creek.

The No r t h Fo r k of Dunn Creek has a drainage a r e a of abou t t h ree square m i l e s .
There a r e three reaches. The lowes t is a canyon abou t one h a l f m i l e l ong w i t h
two t r a c t s of p r i v a t e land. The r i pa r i an canopy is mostly hardwoods. The
c en t r a l p a r t of the drainage is steep slopes and a s t e ep s t r eam gradient f o r
one h a l f m i l e . This a rea was i n t ense l y burned i n t he Longwood fi r e . The upper
p a r t i s a fl a t t i s h ba s i n t h a t has numerous roads and h a r v e s t u n i t s , some o f
which burned in t he Longwood fi r e .

FINDINGS
(

The upper E a s t F o r k is t h e best ‐preserved g l a c i a l l a nd f o rm and s t r e am system on
the S i s k i you Na t i ona l F o r e s t . Few o the r a r e a s i n t h e SCORP r e g i o n have as
we l l -p rese rved g lac ia l - l and fo rms o f t h i s s i z e . The v a l l e y o f t h e Midd le Fo r k
o f the Rogue R i v e r appears s i m i l a r , b u t the Eas t Fo r k i s t h e on l y p l a c e i n t h e
r eg i o n where t h i s g l a c i a l t e r r a i n is developed on Klamath Moun ta i n geology. It
is the southwesternmost a r ea of r e c e n t g l a c i a t i o n in the r e g i o n . P r o x im i t y to
the c o a s t , low l a t i t u d e , and r e l a t i v e l y low e l e v a t i o n c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e un ique
geologica l s e t t i n g .

Ou t s i d e of t h e SCORP r e g i o n , b u t nearby in Northwestern C a l i f o r n i a ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t he Marble Mountains and the T r i n i t y A lps , s im i l a r g l a c i a l
f e a t u r e s a r e more abundant.

Two un i q u e gorges d i sp lay c o n t o r t e d rock f e a t u r e s weathered b y the r i v e r and
w a t e r f a l l s . The gorges d i s p l a y e x ce l l e n t w a t e r q u a l i t y and s c e n i c v a l u e ,
however, t hese va l u e s can be found throughout t h e r e g i o n .

WATER QUALITY

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE" RATING

The r i v e r has excep t iona l l y pu re , c l e a r, and/or c lean w a t e r . The r i v e r i s
known f o r i t s w a t e r q u a l i t y na t i ona l l y o r r eg i ona l l y. The r i v e r p rov ides o r
has p o t e n t i a l t o p r o v i de excep t i ona l l y h i g h w a t e r q u a l i t y f o r a v a r i e t y o f
b e n e fi c i a l u s e s i n c l u d i n g , b u t n o t l i m i t e d t o , fi s h a n d w i l d l i f e , r e c r e a t i o n ,
and communities.

EXISTING CONDITION

The fl ow o f t he Eas t Fo rk and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s i s un regu la ted . Water
withdrawals at Tak i lma a r e f o r i r r i g a t i o n and poss i b l y domest ic u s e . Water
withdrawls ou ts ide of the study c o r r i d o r .

Logging, road c o n s t r u c t i o n , the 1964 s t o rm , ag r i c u l t u r e , and o the r development
have probably inc reased w a t e r tempera tu res and i n t e rm i t t e n t t u r b i d i t y .



Moderately‐high summer w a t e r t e m p e r a t u r e s in t h e lower reaches due to a wide
shallow channel , open r i p a r i a n a r e a , and normally low summer flow.

Temperature d a t a f r o m t h e gage on t h e E a s t F o r k 0 . 3 m i l e s be low Dunn C r e e k a n d
a t the mouth o f Dunn Creek i n d i c a t e summer average highs i n the low 7 0 ‘ s . Mean
d a i l y d ischarge from 1942 through 1987 v a r i e d from 13 c f s in l a t e summer to 375
c f s in January.

Recent  Stream Aggradat iou

E a s t Fork

E a r l y logg ing and stacked low-standard roads in S e c t i o n 16 c o n t r i b u t e d to
s t r e a m aggradat ion in the v i c i n i t y of Chicago Creek. The s e c t i o n was acqu i red
b y t h e F o r e s t S e r v i c e i n 1968.

The 196A s t o r m t r i g g e r e d 1 3 ma jo r s l i d e s l a r g e enough t o b e seen o n a e r i a l
photographs. They o c c u r r e d on und is tu rbed l a n d as w e l l as on p rev ious l y
e n t e r e d a r e a s . The e v e n t aggraded Chicago Creek and at l e a s t t h ree m i l e s of
t h e E a s t F o r k , most ly below Chicago Creek, and probably added at l e a s t some
sediment to t h e g r a v e l ba rs below the confluence w i t h Dunn Creek.

Much of sandy p a r t o f t h e aggrad ing sediment has been washed f rom t h e s y s t e m , (7
a l though a g r e a t bed load of boulders remains, some as l a r g e as 20 f e e t in ’
d iamete r. Banks o f sand and boulders t e n to twenty f e e t deep s t i l l e x i s t h e r e
and t h e r e a long the s i d e s o f t h e channels, p a r t i c u l a r l y a long Chicago Creek and
a long the E a s t F o r k j u s t below Chicago Creek. The d e p o s i t s and t h e s c a r s o n
the banks i n d i c a t e t h a t Chicago Creek and the E a s t F o r k j u s t be low the
confluence were b u r i e d 20 f e e t deep in l a n d s l i d e d e b r i s . Summer s t reamflow in
some reaches may have been underground, al though no such p laces were s e e n
d u r i n g t h e t r i p to Chicago Creek in J u l y of t h i s y e a r .

The t w o l a r g e s t s l i d e s o n Chicago Creek l i e about one h a l f - m i l e above t h e
confluence. Surface e r o s i o n is s t i l l d e l i v e r i n g sediment to the creek . The
p r e ‐ l 9 6 4 streambed is b u r i e d by 20 to 30 f e e t of d e b r i s , a l though t h e s t r e a m is
fl o w i n g o v e r the d e b r i s . Between t h e s l i d e s and t h e mouth, n o p laces w i t h
t o t a l l y underground fl o w were seen.

Smal l f r esh depos i t s o f sand and s i l t were seen a long Chicago Creek and t h e
E a s t Fork below Chicago Creek. The system is apparent ly s t i l l moving t h e fi n e r
sediment d u r i n g h i g h flows . The streambed is made up of bou lde rs . No bedrock
is v i s i b l e in t h e streambed, a l though it is exposed in t h e banks. Among t h e
bou lde rs a r e numerous sma l l poo ls up to fi v e f e e t deep, as w e l l as much l a r g e
woody m a t e r i a l .

The upper p a r t o f Sanger Creek a l s o had a h a l f ‐m i l e o f aggraded s t r e a m from
e a r l y F o r e s t S e r v i c e logg ing and roads. A t o t a l o f a lmost 200,000 cubic yards
e n t e r e d the E a s t F o r k , mos t l y from Chicago Creek. Th i s i s a minimum q u a n t i t y ,
and does n o t i nc lude a d d i t i o n s from scour ing o f s t r e a m banks .
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Dunn Creek

On Dunn Creek the whole leng th of the s t r e a m was aggraded. About 30 s l i d e s
occurred, and some 2 . 0 m i l l i o n cubic yards of s o i l and rock en t e r ed t he
st ream. This figu r e does n o t include sediment from scour ing of s t r e am banks.
The s ing le la rges t con t r ibu to r was the Crazy Peak s l i d e ( 1 . 7 m i l l i o n c y ) , which
appears n o t t o have been influenced by the then newly cons t r uc ted road about
two hundred yards up the slope. The o t he r major source was the ea r l y r oad ‘
cons t r u c t i on and harvested areas i n the upper w e s t f o r k o f Dunn Creek.

The s t r eam aggradat ion depleted the on ly modest pre-1964 r i p a r i a n canopy. In
p a r t due to t h e se rpen t i ne influence , r i p a r i a n zones o f major s t reams had a
s c a t t e r e d overstory o f con i fe rs above alders and w i l l ows . The shade l o s t i n
1964 has n o t been t o t a l l y replaced, although the wide g r ave l ba r s at and be low
the confluence w i t h Dunn Creek now have s t r i p s of hardwoods along the edges of
the g rave l ba r s . Numerous sma l l con i fe rs , as w e l l as hardwoods, a r e growing on
the debr is deposi ts at t h e mouth of Chicago Creek. The upper aggraded reaches
of Dunn Creek have on ly a s p o t t y canopy, mostly hardwoods. In mos t p laces, the
canopy general ly does n o t e x t end over t h e w a t e r . O v e r a l l shade is p oo r to
moderate.

Re l a t i o n sh i p t o B e n e fi c i a l Uses

F i she r i e s

Water t empe ra tu res i n t h e l owe r reaches a r e good in t h e w i n t e r , b u t marg ina l i n
summer and ea r l y f a l l . The upper reaches have coo l summer t empe r a t u r e s , b u t
anadromous fi s h may n o t be ab le to go t h a t f a r u p s t r e am . Much of t h e sandy
sediment from 1964 has been washed from the system, b u t remain ing boulders and
la rge woody m a t e r i a l p r o v i d e much s t r u c t u r e i n t he aggraded reaches.

Scen ic

The w a t e r is normal ly c l e a r, except du r i n g s h o r t pe r i ods in w i n t e r , and
con t r i bu t es t o scen i c va lues. The green c o l o r o f the w a t e r and t he steep.
cascades, wa t e r f a l l s , and poo ls w i t h i n t he t w o gorges p r o v i d e b rea th t ak i ng s f “
scenery.

Re c r e a t i o n

The c l ea r w a t e r and warm summer temperatures reaches a t t r a c t l o c a l swimmers to
the lower reaches. A few campers use t he coo l e r h i g h elevat ions in h o t
weather. Sk iers use the h igher e levat ions when snow is on the ground.

Community Use

Water i s taken from the lowerst reaches f o r i r r i g a t i o n and poss ib l y domestic
u s e .
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FINDINGS

The w a t e r q u a l i t y o n t h e l owe r reaches o f E a s t F o r k a n d Dunn Creek i s good,
desp i t e the aggraded channels and moderate to h i g h summer w a t e r t empera tu re .
R ipar ian shade and w a t e r temperatures have been s low ly improving s i n ce the 1964
fl o o d .

The upper reaches o f E a s t Fo rk and Dunn Creek have exce l l en t w a t e r q u a l i t y and
good c l a r i t y , a l though anadromous fi s h probably c a n n o t pass t h e wa t e r f a l l s to
u t i l i z e t h i s h a b i t a t . However, t he coo l , c l e a r w a t e r produced i n the upper
reaches prov ide impo r t a n t con t r ibu t ions to t he fi s h h a b i t a t in t h e lower
reaches. These upper reaches a r e r e l a t i v e l y p r i s t i n e ( una l t e r ed ) , wh i l e the
smal ler t r i b u t a r i e s t o t h e Eas t Fork and Dunn Creek have been extens ive ly
logged and roaded. The c l e a r or green-t inged w a t e r , and un ique gorges enhance
scen ic va lues . Warmer summer tempera tu res in t h e l owe r reaches enhance l o c a l
r e c r e a t i o n .

FISHERIES

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REHARKABLE" RATING

F i s h va lues may b e judged o n t h e r e l a t i v e m e r i t s o f e i t h e r fi s h
popu la t ions , h a b i t a t , N a t i v e American c u l t u r a l use, or a combinat ion of these
r iver~re la ted c o n d i t i o n s . Cons idera t ions h a l l be g iven f o r p o t e n t i a l as w e l l
a s e x i s t i n g va l ues .

H a b i t a t

The r i v e r p rov ides o r has t h e p o t e n t i a l t o p r o v i d e excep t i ona l l y h i g h q u a l i t y
h a b i t a t f o r fi s h species ind igenous t o t he reg i on . O f p a r t i c u l a r s i gn i fi cance
i s h a b i t a t f o r w i l d s tocks and/or f e d e r a l o r s t a t e l i s t e d o r cand ida te
t h r e a t e n ed , endangered and s e n s i t i v e spec ies . D i v e r s i t y o f h a b i t a t i s a n
impo r tan t cons ide ra t i on and cou ld , i n i t s e l f , l e a d to a de te rm ina t i on o f
outs tand ing ly remarkable.

Popu la t ions

The r i v e r i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y , n a t i o n a l l y o r r e g i o n a l l y a n impo r t an t producer o f
r es i den t and/or anadromous fi s h spec ies . O f p a r t i c u l a r s i gn i fi cance i s t he
presence of w i l d s tocks and/or fede ra l o r s t a t e l i s t e d th rea tened, endangered
and s e n s i t i v e spec ies . D i v e r s i t y o f spec ies is an impor tan t cons idera t ion and
cou ld , i n i t s e l f , l e a d to a de te rm ina t i on o f ou t s t and ing l y remarkab le .

EXISTING CONDITION

Overview

The lower reaches of t he E a s t Fork and Dunn Creek prov ide spawning and r e a r i n g
hab i t a t s e s sen t i a l to t h e s u r v i v a l of w i l d anadromous salmonid fi s h genet ics in
the I l l i n o i s R i v e r system (D . K ing , personal communicat ion) ( J . McCleod,
personal communica t ion) . Anadromous b a r r i e r s occu r a long t h e E a s t Fork about
one m i l e above Chicago Creek, and u p Dunn Creek, about o n e - q u a r t e r m i l e above
Poker Creek. Above t h e b a r r i e r s , t h e s t r e am s p rov ide coo l w a t e r .
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However, anadromous fi s h s tocks endemic t o t h e E a s t Fork and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s
a r e cu r ren t l y a t depressed popu l a t i o n l e v e l s (USFS, l993c and USFS, 1 9 93d ) .
Pres iden t C l i n t o n ' s F o r e s t Ecosystem Management Env i ronmenta l Ana lys is
i d e n t i fi e d ( "O p t i o n 9 " ) t he Eas t F o r k o f the I l l i n o i s R i v e r a s a "Key
Watershed" f o r the o v e r a l l recovery of these fi s h s tocks (USDA, et a l . , 1993 ) .

Hab i t a t

Habi ta t surveys w i t h i n t h i s study area have been conducted b y C a l i f o r n i a A 1
Department of F i s h and Game (1984) and the Fo res t Serv ice (1980, 1989, 19933
The fo l l ow ing excerp ts a r e from r e p o r t s associated w i t h these surveys. A

"The headwaters of the Eas t f o r k of the I l l i n o i s R i v e r beg in at about 4800'
and drop t o about 1800’ a t the C a l i f o r n i a border. The canyon wa l l s a r e
s teep V-shaped, excep t f o r some box canyon sec t i ons between Sanger and
Chicago Creeks. The Grad i en t averages about 5% throughout mo s t of t h e a r e a
surveyed, e x cep t in the 1 1/2 m i l e s e c t i o n above Dunn Creek where it
averages about 2%. Pool depths range from 2'Wx4‘Lx6 'd to 15'Wx30'Lx15'd
and averaged 6 ' l eO ' L x 2 ' d . R i f fl e s average about 4 " deep. The qua l i t y o f
ava i l ab le spawning g rave l i s genera l ly good. The shade canopy ranges f rom
85% in the headwaters to about 10% above Dunn Creek" (CDF&G, 1984 ) .

The amount of spawning s i zed g rave l seems sparse b u t there is obviously a
f a i r amount o f u t i l i z a t i o n b y Coho Salmon and probably Steelhead" (USFS
1989).

"S t ream segments w i t h i n the o v e r a l l s tudy area a r e character ized by w i d e l y
fl u c t u a t i n g w a t e r volumes throughout t h e yea r. These l a r g e seasona l fl ows
leave a w ide scoured s t r e am beds which g ives t he s t r e am s in t h e s t udy a rea
a more open character w i t h r e s p e c t to overhanging vege t a t i o n . There is
l i t t l e s t r e am wood in the low-volume summer/fall c hanne l ( s ) " (USFS 1989 ) .

Popu la t ions

The study area conta ins b o t h anadromous and r e s i d e n t salmonids (CDF&G 1984) .
Winter steelhead t r o u t and Coho Salmon a re t he predominant anadromous fi s h
w i t h i n the study a rea . Resident salmonids con s i s t of b o t h ra inbow t r o u t ,
c u t t h r o a t t r o u t and the in t roduced brook t r o u t (USFS 1989) . Prec ise popu la t ion
i n f o rma t i o n w i t h i n t he Eas t Fork ( o r t he e n t i r e I l l i n o i s R i v e r system) does n o t
e x i s t .

I n 1991, t h e Amer i can F i s h e r i e s Soc ie ty (AFS), i d e n t i fi e d severa l n a t i v e salmon
and t r o u t s t o c k s w i t h i n t he s t a t e of Oregon thought to be f a c i n g some r i s k of
e x t i n c t i o n . Thus, w i n t e r s tee lhead s tock o n the I l l i n o i s R i v e r a r e p r esen t l y
c l a s s i fi e d b y AFS a s fac ing a h i g h r i s k o f e x t i n c t i o n w i t h i n t he r i v e r system.
In 1991, the Oregon Department of F i s h and W i l d l i f e (ODFW) l i s t e d t h e I l l i n o i s f”
R i ve r w i n t e r steelhead s tock as a s en s i t i v e spec ies . The Na t i o na l Mar ine
F i she r i es Se rv i ce (NMFS) reviewed the I l l i n o i s R i v e r w i n t e r s tee lhead s t o c k f o r
f ede ra l c l a s s i fi c a t i o n a s e i t h e r a "Threatened" o r "Endangered" spec ies . NMFS
release a dec is ion n o t to " l i s t " the I l l i n o i s R i v e r Win te r Steelhead stock in
the spr ing of 1993.
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The Ca l i f o r n i a Dept . o f F i s h and Game documented s igh t ings o f fi s h i n t h e Ea s t
Fo rk up to Sanger Canyon Creek. The one -m i l e a r ea above Chicago Creek
suppor ted more fi s h than any o the r a r e a surveyed ( r a i n bow, c u t t h r o a t , s h ? ) .
The Eas t Fork a l s o i s thought t o s u p p o r t a r u n o f s t ee l head and s i l v e r salmon.
(CDF&G 1984).

A l i m i t e d low-flow inven to ry o f fi s h h a b i t a t and j u ven i l e fi s h popu la t ion was ; \ t
conducted in the East Fo rk of the R i v e r and Dunn Greek by t h e I l l i n o i s Va l l e y ;2
Ranger D i s t r i c t du r i ng the summer o f 1989, us ing the USFS Region S i x standard “
Stream Inventory methods. L im i t e d low-flow Fisher ies Leve l I i n ven t o r i e s o f {33/
se lec ted s t r e am segments on bo t h the Eas t Fork and Dunn Creek were a lso 3
conducted i n 1993. Anadromous fi s h b a r r i e r s were evaluated i n assoc i a t i on w i t h ,
t h i s mos t r e c e n t inventor ies .

The surveys i n d i c a t e t h a t coho salmon (Oncorhynchus k i s u t c h ) u t i l i z e only the /
lowest reaches of t he Eas t Fork, about halfway up to the anadromous b a r r i e r ,
b u t a r e found a l l the way up to the anadromous b a r r i e r on Dunn Creek. The
hab i t a t o n b o t h s t r e am s i s s im i l a r , and n o reason f o r t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n
u t i l i z a t i o n has been found t o date.

Rainbow t r o u t were found below the two 30 - foo t f a l l s in t he Eas t Fork gorge
(above Chicago Creek) , wh i le a smal l popu la t ion o f Eas te rn Brook T r o u t was
found above t h e f a l l s , up to Sanger Canyon.

FINDINGS

Hab i t a t

: F isher ies h a b i t a t w i t h i n the s tudy area is thought to be of genera l l y poor
qual i ty r e s u l t i n g f rom a l a c k o f key fishe r i e s a t t r i b u t e s ( Large woody deb r i s ,
poo l s /m i l e , and w i d t h t o depth r a t i o s ) . Anadromous fi s h ba r r i e r s l i m i t access
beyond approximately one m i l e above Chicago Creek on t he Eas t Fo rk and
one - q ua r t e r m i l e above Poker Creek on Dunn Creek. The headwaters a reas p r o v i d e
the pr imary cool ‐water r e f ug i a w i t h i n t h e system, which may be of g r e a t va l ue
to the recovery of t h e anadromous fi s he r y.

Populations

The study a rea is n o t known to suppo r t any unique fi s h stocks. However, the
East Fork is key to the o ve r a l l recovery of endemic anadromous fi s h stocks in
the I l l i n o i s R i v e r system (USDA, e t a1. 1 9 9 3 ) Few, i f any, other streams

\ w i t h i n the upper I l l i n o i s R i v e r Bas i n c o n t a i n a g r e a t e r quantity of anadromous
fi s h h a b i t a t and/or potential h i g h q u a l i t y h a b i t a t .
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BOTANICAL/ECOLOGICAL

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE" RATING

The r i v e r or r i v e r a r e a contains na t i ona l l y or reg i ona l l y important populat ions
of ind igenous p l a n t spec ies. Espec ia l ly impo r t an t a r e species considered to be
unique, o r s i g n i fi c a n t popu la t ions o f f ede ra l o r s t a t e l i s t e d o r cand ida te
threatened, endangered, or s e n s i t i v e spec ies . D i v e r s i t y of p l an t communities
i s a n impo r t an t c o n s i d e r a t i o n , and c o u l d i n i t s e l f , l e a d t o a de te rm ina t i on o f
ou ts tand ing ly remarkable.

EXISTING CONDITION

The Ea s t Fo rk o f t h e I l l i n o i s R i v e r and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s c o n t a i n a w i d e
d i v e r s i t y of p l a n t communities. The Siskiyou Mountains a r e na t i o na l l y
recognized f o r b o t a n i c a l d i v e r s i t y ; the study a rea epi tomizes t h i s d i v e r s i t y ,
and con t a i n s many o f the hab i t a t s found ac ross t he F o r e s t .

The B r ewe r ' s sp ruce i s among the m o s t impo r t a n t spec ies i n t h e s t u d y a r ea ,
main ly because i t has a l i m i t e d range which appears t o b e de c l i n i n g . The
upper, rocky reaches o f the Eas t Fo r k and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s prov ides a coo l
r e f ug i a f o r t h i s uncommon sp ruce .

Port-Orford-cedar a l so has a l i m i t e d range , b u t is common along t he Eas t Fo r k
and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s , a s we l l a s se rpen t i ne h a b i t a t s and w a t e r channels i n
southwestern Oregon. Po r t ‐Or f o r d - ceda r p l a n t a ssoc i a t i o ns a r e dependent on
r i p a r i a n h a b i t a t s .

Mainstem Eas t F o r k

The upper reaches o f the E a s t Fork prov ide a unique eco l og i ca l s e t t i n g . The
combination of metavolcanic, g r a n i t i c and u l t r amafic s o i l s , along w i t h t h e h i g h
a l t i t u d e and g l a c i a l fea tu res , provide hab i t a t f o r uncommon or r e l i c spec ies .
Endemic p l a n t and t r e e spec ies such as B rewe r ' s sp ruce , huck l ebe r r y oak and
Sad le r oak occupy the _glacially formed slopes. These grow among the f
Douglas-- fi r , -weStern hemlock Shasta r e d fi r , a long w i t h o t h e r t r u e fi r ‘7
species. Other species such as w e s t e r n r e d cedar and A laska ye l low ceda r, ./ ’
which is documented on g l a c i a l topography in b o t h Applegate and Ga l i ce
D i s t r i c t s , may a l so grow i n the headwater b a s i n .

R i v e r - r e l a t e d p lant assoc ia t i ons documented i n the headwater areas i nc l ude :
Port-Orford-cedar/dwarf Oregongrape/twinflower; Por t ‐Orford-cedar - huck leberry
oak; w h i t e fir/Port«0rford‐cedar. The P o r t - O r f o r d - c e d a r - huck leber ry oak ’7
p l a n t assoc ia t i on has n o t been documented anywhere ex cep t t he Eas t Fork . ’ ’

Rare p l an t s , i n c l u d i ng some l i s t e d as sens i t i v e , such as Howe l l ' s Lousewart,
occu r in t he w e t rocky a r e a s . A r a r e Lew i s i a spec ies and a W i l d Buckwheat a r e
found i n t h e r o c k y, d r y hab i t a t s o f t h e u l t r amafic s o i l . H a b i t a t e x i s t s f o r
the water-dependent S i sk i you Daisy, although i t s presence has n o t been
confirmed.

C a l i f o r n i a Greenb r i a r, a r iver -dependent s e n s i t i v e p l a n t , i s found a long the
E a s t f o r k between Cedar Gulch and Page Creek, along w i t h o t he r l o ca t i ons
ou t s i de t h e study area.
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Tr i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  E a s t  F o r k

Sanger Canyon

Doug las -fi r and wh i te fi r dominate the ove rs to ry along the g l a c i a t e d Sanger
Canyon. Port ‐Orford-cedar assoc ia t ions were a lso observed. The understory
inc ludes these c o n i f e r s w i t h Canyon l i v e oak, P a c i fi c yew, and some s t r e s s e d
and dead knobcone p i n e . Recent fi r e a c t i v i t y and e f f e c t s c a n be observed in t h e

‘ Canyon. B rewer ' s Spruce i s a n e a r c o n s t a n t component o f t h e unders to ry a long
the t r a i l which fo l l ows the s t r e a m in Sanger Canyon.

Cool/wet species such as Oregon boxwood, skunk c u r r e n t , and lady fe rn were
observed. Dry and rocky i n d i c a t o r s such a s Sadler oak, C a l i f o r n i a hazel , and
creeping snowberry a l s o o c c u r in the shrub l a y e r.

Chicago Creek

The m o s t p reva len t p l a n t assoc ia t i on documented in uppe r Chicago Creek i s wh i t e
fir/dwarf Oregongrape, which is n o t water-dependent.

E levat ion, s o i l t y p e and a s p e c t c o n t r i b u t e t o a moderate p o s s i b i l i t y o f r a r e
p l a n t occu r rences along Chicago Creek, although surveys have n o t been conducted
to v e r i f y t h e i r presence of absence.

Bybee Gulch

Much o f Bybee Gu lch i s s e r p e n t i n e . S e r p e n t i n e endemic p l a n t s such a s
C a l i f o r n i a Lady S l i p p e r o c c u r i n the Gulch. Two s e n s i t i v e spec ies have been
r e p o r t e d in the area , Bolander 's Hawkweed and Bolander 's C a t c h fl y. These a r e
b o t h d r y - s i t e spec ies ( n o t dependent on the r i p a r i a n z o n e ) . There is a h i g h
p r o b a b i l i t y o f fi n d i n g other r a r e and s e n s i t i v e p l a n t s along t h e g u l c h , b u t
surveys have n o t been done.

Long Gulch

P l a n t a s s o c i a t i o n s i n t h e upper p a r t o f Long Gu lch a r e D o u g l a s - fi r - tanoak ‑
Canyon L i v e Oak and tanoak - Canyon L i v e Oak. These a r e n o t dependent on
r i p a r i a n h a b i t a t .

Much o f Long Gulch i s se rpen t i ne and was burned in the Longwood F i r e o f 1987.
A medium to h i g h p o t e n t i a l f o r r a r e , water«dependent p l a n t s e x i s t s there.

Cedar Gulch

No ecological i n fo rma t i on o r s e n s i t i v e p l a n t surveys i s ava i l ab le f o r Cedar
Gulch. There a r e no documented sightings of r a r e or s e n s i t i v e p l a n t s desp i te
the l a r g e amount o f s e r p e n t i n e . There i s a h i g h p o t e n t i a l f o r fi n d i n g r a r e
p l a n t s i n the r i p a r i a n a r e a .
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Page Creek

Tanoak - w h i t e fi r i s the m o s t p reva len t p l a n t a s s o c i a t i o n i n the upper p a r t o f
Page Creek. Serpen t ine p l a n t a s s o c i a t i o n s a r e l i k e l y t o o c c u r a s w e l l , b u t
have n o t been documented.

Lower Page Creek c o n t a i n s a s e n s i t i v e species: C a l i f o r n i a globe mallow. This
p l a n t is dependent on r i p a r i a n hab i t a t s .

Sco tch  Gu lch

Eco log i ca l i n fo rma t i on has n o t been documented on Sco tch Gulch. Harves t ing and
r o a d b u i l d i n g have d i s t u r b e d the n a t u r a l h a b i t a t s ; s e n s i t i v e p lan t s t o l e r a n t o f
d is turbance may be p r e s e n t .

E l d e r Creekg L i t t l e E l d e r Greek

B o t h Elder and L i t t l e Elder Creeks have been extens ive ly d i s t u r b e d by roads and
harvest . Some r a r e p l a n t s and t w o popu la t ions of a s e n s i t i v e p l a n t a r e p r e s e n t
in the serpent ine p o r t i o n s of these watersheds. The p l a n t s a r e n o t
water-dependent .

Dunn Creek

P l a n t a s s o c i a t i o n s i n t h e upper Dunn Greek drainage a r e w h i t e F i r ‑
Port~0rford-cedar/Depauperate, Por t -Or fo rd ‐cedar ‐ Huckleberry Oak,
Port‐Orford-cedar/dwarf Oregongrape/ twinflower, and w h i t e Fir/Sadler oak ‑
dwar f Oregongrape.

Two r a r e p l a n t s a r e documented in the Dunn Creek gorge between Black and Poker
Creek. One of the t w o is assoc ia ted w i t h r i p a r i a n h a b i t a t . Both a r e found
elsewhere on the I l l i n o i s Va l l e y Ranger D i s t r i c t . S e n s i t i v e p l a n t h a b i t a t has
been mapped throughout t h e Dunn Creek drainage, b u t m o s t of the a rea has n o t
been surveyed f o r i n d i v i d u a l species.

The Champion Brewer ’s Spruce Tree ( l a r g e s t i n C a l i f o r n i a ) i s found i n the Dunn
Creek watershed. The environment which al lows Brewer ‘s Spruce to fi n d refuge
in t h i s a r e a is r e l a t e d to the g l a c i a l topography and dra inage .

O the r water‐dependent s e n s i t i v e p lan ts a re l i k e l y to o c c u r, b u t no surveys have
been done.

Tr i b u t a r i e s t o Dunn Creek

Black Creek

P lan t a s s o c i a t i o n s documented in the Black Creek drainage a r e Port ‘Orfordecedar
/ huckleberry Oak and J e f f r e y Pine - Western wh i te p i n e . Water-dependent
s e n s i t i v e p l a n t s a r e l i k e l y t o occur, b u t n o surveys have been done.
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Poker Creek

P l a n t a ssoc i a t i ons documented in t h e Poker Creek dra inage a r e tanoak/poison
oak/honeysuckle and wh i t e fi r - tanoak . Both as soc i a t i o n s a r e common.
S e n s i t i v e p l a n t s may occu r i n t h i s drainage, b u t surveys have n o t been done.

Cobra Gulch

An unnamed drainage l o ca l l y known as "Cobra Gulch" repor ted ly has abundant
Cobra l i l y p lan ts (Darlingtonia ca l i f o rn i cus ; on the Ca l i f o r n i a watch l i s t ) .
The Cobra l i l y p lan t is dependent on d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h w a t e r . These hab i t a t s
a r e assoc i a t ed w i t h o the r r a r e p l an t s , some o f which a r e s e n s i t i v e o r
cand ida tes f o r f ede ra l l i s t i n g s t a t u s such as Threatened or Endangered.

Nor th Fork o f Dunn Creek

P l an t a s soc i a t i o n s documented i n t he No r t h Fo r k o f Dunn Creek i n c l ude wh i t e fi r
- Por t -Or ford-cedar, Doug l a s - fi r - wh i t e Fir/dwarf Oregongrape and tanoak ‑
wh i t e fi r . No occurrences of r a r e p l an t s have been documented.

Packers Creek

L i t t l e is known about the ecology or b o t a n i c a l compos i t ion o f Packers Creek .

FINDINGS

The s tudy a rea epi tomizes t he b o t a n i c a l d i v e r s i t y t h a t character izes t h e
S isk i you Mountains. The combinat ion of metavo lcan ic , g r a n i t i c and u l t r amafi c
s o i l s , along w i t h t h e h i gh a l t i t u d e and g l a c i a l fea tu res , p rov ide h a b i t a t f o r
uncommon or r e l i c spec ies . Endemic p l a n t and t r e e spec ies such as Brewer 's
spruce, huckleberry oak and Sad le r oak occupy the g l a c i a l l y formed slopes.

The Brewer ‘s spruce is among the most impor tan t species in t he study area,
main ly because i t has a l i m i t e d range which appears t o be dec l i n i ng . The
upper, rocky reaches o f t he Eas t Fo r k and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s prov ides a c o o l
re fug ia f o r t h i s uncommon spruce.

The Eas t Fork and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s does n o t have a concen t r a t i o n o f r a r e p l a n t s
comparable to Rough and Ready Creek, b u t severa l r iparian-dependent s e n s i t i v e
p lan ts have been documented in the area, and the l i k e l i h o o d of undocumented
occurrences is h i gh .
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WILDLIFE

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE" RATING

W i l d l i f e va lues s h a l l b e judged o n the r e l a t i v e m e r i t s o f e i t h e r w i l d l i f e
populations or h a b i t a t , or a combinat ion of these c o n d i t i o n s .

Popu la t ions

The r i v e r or area w i t h i n the r i v e r c o r r i d o r con ta ins nat ional ly or reg iona l l y
important populations of indigenous w i l d l i f e species. Of p a r t i c u l a r
s i g n i fi c a n c e a r e species cons ide red t o b e unique o r popu la t i ons o f f e d e r a l o r
s t a t e l i s t e d or candidate threatened, endangered and s e n s i t i v e spec ies .
D i v e r s i t y o f species i s an impor tan t cons ide ra t i on and c o u l d in i t s e l f l e a d to
a de te rm ina t ion o f ou ts tand ing ly remarkable.

H a b i t a t

The r i v e r o r area w i t h i n the r i v e r c o r r i d o r p rov ides except iona l l y h i g h q u a l i t y
h a b i t a t f o r w i l d l i f e o f n a t i o n a l o r r e g i o n a l s i g n i fi c a n c e , o r may p r o v i d e
unique h a b i t a t o r a c r i t i c a l l i n k i n h a b i t a t c o n d i t i o n s f o r f e d e r a l o r s t a t e
l i s t e d or cand ida te threatened, endangered and s e n s i t i v e spec ies . Cont iguous
h a b i t a t c o n d i t i o n s a r e such t h a t the b i o l o g i c a l needs o f t h e spec ies a r e m e t .
D i v e r s i t y o f h a b i t a t s i s an impor tant cons ide ra t i on and cou ld , i n i t s e l f , l e a d
t o a d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f outstandingly remarkable.

EXISTING CONDITION

The E a s t Fork and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s p r o v i d e s h a b i t a t f o r many avian, mammalian,
r e p t i l i a n , and amphibian s p e c i e s . Many o f these spec ies i n h a b i t o r u s e t h e
r i p a r i a n c o r r i d o r f o r cover, food, and w a t e r . The geology o f t h e a r e a and
n a t u r a l l y r e c u r r i n g w i l d fi r e influence the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f w i l d l i f e h a b i t a t and
s e r a l s tage development.

The Por t -Or fo rd -cedar and t r u e fi r p l a n t communities found in the upper reaches
of the study a rea , along w i t h the tanoak s e r i e s in the lower reaches, a r e
common assoc ia t ions ( h a b i t a t ) throughout the Siskiyous. Upland w i l d l i f e
popu la t ions a r e l i k e l y to be those assoc ia ted w i t h these p l a n t communities.

O t he r h a b i t a t s ( m i c r o s i t e s ) w i t h i n the study c o r r i d o r i n c l u d e r o c k s i t e s ( s m a l l
c l i f f s , caves, t a l u s ) and w e t areas.

Many w i l d l i f e spec ies a r e known to i n h a b i t r i p a r i a n a r e a s . Amphibians, in
p a r t i c u l a r , a r e d i r e c t l y dependen t o n s t r e a m s i d e m o i s t u r e a n d c o v e r.
Riparian-dependent species t h a t may o c c u r along the E a s t Fork and i t s
t r i b u t a r i e s a r e : Common Merganser, American Dipper ( w a t e r o u z e l ) , G rea t Blue
Heron, K i l l d e e r, Be l ted K i n g fi s h e r, Ta i l e d F rog , Red-Legged Frog, Western Toad,
Western Pond Tu r t l e , Ringneck Snake, Western Sk ink , y e l l o w legged f r o g , and
spot ted  sandp iper.

No endemic species or subspecies of w i l d l i f e a r e known to e x i s t w i t h i n the
study area, however, no s p e c i fi c s tud ies r e l a t e d to subspecies taxonomy have
been done.
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Proposed, Endangered, Threatened. and S e n s i t i v e Species (PETS)

S i t e ‐ s p e c i fi c surveys have n o t been conducted w i t h i n t h e s tudy a r ea f o r
Proposed, Threatened, Endangered, or S e n s i t i v e (PETS) w i l d l i f e spec i e s . F o r e s t
W i l d l i f e Observat ion Database was checked f o r r e c e n t and h i s t o r i c PETS w i l d l i f e
s igh t ings .

Federally L i s t e d Threatened and Endangered Fauna

No nor the rn spo t t ed owl a c t i v i t y c e n t e r s a r e cu r r en t l y documented w i t h i n the
study area. One p a i r was found in Poker Creek in 1980, b u t has n o t been
loca ted s ince . No o the r l i s t e d species a r e known to i n h a b i t t he study
co r r i d o r , e x cep t b a l d eagles, which have pe r i o d i c a l l y been observed w i t h i n the
s tudy a r ea (USPS, 1993) .

The s t e ep rocky c l i f f s o f Sanger Peak i s p o t e n t i a l h a b i t a t f o r the peregr ine
f a l c on . No surveys have been done to determine s i t e occupancy. No pereg r ines
have been s igh ted near Sanger.

Loca l t r a ppe r s and w i l d l i f e enthusiasts have r e p o r t e d see i ng wolver ine in the
Eas t Fork watershed. Surveys have n o t been done to v e r i f y or r e f u t e these
s igh t ings .

USFS S e n s i t i v e Fauna

The s tudy c o r r i d o r l i k e l y conta ins h a b i t a t o f t he fo l l ow ing sens i t i ve
ve r t eb r a t e species found on t he Fo res t : P a c i fi c w e s t e r n b i g - ea r ed b a t ,
C a l i f o r n i a mounta in kingsnake, Common K ing Snake, Red-legged Frog , pe reg r i ne
fa l con , and Northwestern Pond Tu r t l e .

Pac i fi c Western Big-Eared Ba t s i n h a b i t bu i ld ings , deep r o c k c r e v i c e s and
abandoned mine tunne ls ; a reas t h a t a r e seldom d i s t u r b ed by humans.

The C a l i f o r n i a Mounta in Kingsnake i n h ab i t s f o r e s t edges, espec i a l l y where
Western Fence L i za rds and Sagebrush L i z a r d s a r e found.

FINDINGS

Populat ions

The study area contains a number of r iparian-dependent w i l d l i f e spec ies and may
con t a i n some sen s i t i v e w i l d l i f e species. However, these spec ies a r e n o t
thought to be un i que to t h e s t udy a r e a c o r r i d o r . E x i s t i n g in format ion does n o t
i n d i c a t e t h a t t he s tudy a r e a con t a i n s n a t i o n a l l y o r r e g i o n a l l y impo r t an t
populat ions of indigenous w i l d l i f e s pec i e s .

Hab i t a t

The w i l d l i f e hab i t a t s w i t h i n t h e s tudy a rea c o r r i d o r a r e unusual from a
reg iona l / na t i ona l p o i n t o f View, however, comparable areas e x i s t a long o the r
sec t i ons of the I l l i n o i s R i v e r i nc l ud i ng t h e p o r t i o n already designated Wi l d
and Scen ic . The study area does n o t p r o v i d e except iona l h ab i t a t f o r w i l d l i f e
o f n a t i o n a l o r reg iona l s i g n i fi c ance , o r p r o v i d e unique h ab i t a t o r a c r i t i c a l
l i n k i n hab i t a t cond i t i ons f o r p resen t l y l i s t e d fede ra l o r s t a t e o r candidate
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threatened, endangered, and s e n s i t i v e w i l d l i f e species. However, the study
a rea may be impo r t a n t f o r some w i l d l i f e spec ies as c o r r i d o r connec t i ons t h a t
f a c i l i t a t e movement t o and from C a l i f o r n i a .

SCENIC

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE VALUE" RATING

The landscape elements o f landform, vege t a t i on , w a t e r , c o l o r, and r e l a t e d
f a c t o r s r e s u l t i n a no tab le o r exemplary v i s u a l fea tures and/or a t t r a c t i o n s
w i t h i n the geographic reg ion . When analyzing scenic va lues , add i t i o na l f ac to r s
such a s seasonal v a r i a t i o n s i n vege ta t i on , s ca l e o f c u l t u r a l mod i fi c a t i o n s , and
t h e l e ng t h o f t ime nega t i ve i n t r u s i o n s a r e v iewed may be cons idered . Scenery
and v i s u a l a t t r a c t i o n s may b e h i g h l y d i ve rse ove r t he ma j o r i t y o f the r i v e r o r
r i v e r segment length and n o t common to o the r r i v e r s in t he physiographic
r e g i o n .

EXISTING CONDITION

The combinat ion of landforms, rock format ions, waterforms, and vege t a t i v e
f ea t u r e s p rov i de a spec tacu la r v i s u a l d i sp lay throughout t h e Eas t Fo r k and i t s
t r i b u t a r i e s . P o r t i o n s o f t h e Eas t Fork and Dunn Creek fl o w through n a r r o w ,
s t e e p canyons or gorges. The g l a c i a l landforms in t h e headwaters c o n t r a s t
these gorges w i t h broad, gen t l y s loping va l leys and v iews of t he upper peaks.
Much of t h e watershed has been roaded and logged, which has degraded t h e
o v e r a l l v i s u a l q u a l i t y . However, w i t h i n t h e study c o r r i d o r , and a long t h e
s t r e am s themselves, t hese mod i fi ca t i o n s a r e n o t a s v i s i b l e . Many o f t h e t r a i l s
and access roads p rov i de l ong views o f the I l l i n o i s Va l l e y below, and S i sk i you
Wilderness above. The e f f e c t of t h e logg ing and roads is secondary to t h e
majes ty o f t he v a l l e y and peaks.

The combinat ion of r o c k types in t h e watershed con t r i bu t es to t h e v a r i e t y of
w a t e r c o l o r , and c l a r i t y ( s e e Geology/Hydrology) . The E a s t Fo r k and Dunn Creek
fl ow w i t h c l e a r to blue-green wa t e r and c l e a r q u i c k l y a f t e r s t o r m s .
A d d i t i o n a l l y, t he wa t e r cou r se c r e a t e s i n t e r e s t i n g p a t t e r n s o f deep pools
i n t e r spe r sed w i t h sma l l bou lder rap i ds ; and s t e e p whi tewater cascades t h a t have
l a r g e r bou lders , numerous wa t e r f a l l s and plunge poo l s . I n w i n t e r , w a t e r
cascades f r om s t eep t r i b u t a r i e s and slopes.

V i sua l d i v e r s i t y is created by the va r i e t y of the vegetat ion types in t he
watershed. Large old-growth con i f e r s , hardwood t r e e s and shrubs, and sparse
se r pen t i n e savannahs p r o v i d e v a r i e t y i n r e l a t i o n t o c o l o r , t e x t u r e and
s t r u c t u r e . F lower ing dogwood, maple, and o t h e r deciduous spec ies p r o v i d e
seasonal c o l o r v a r i a t i o n s . The Longwood W i l d fi r e o f 1987 burned seve ra l
thousand acres of the Eas t Fork watershed. The ba r r en h i l l s i d e s s c a r r e d by t he
w i l d fi r e a r e i n s t a r k c o n t r a s t t o t he unburned f o r e s t ed s lopes .

The Eas t Fork t r a i l #1274 p rov i des access a l ong the E a s t Fo r k . Through mos t o f
i t s leng th , i t s t a y s h i g h o n the h i l l s i d e , o f f e r i n g long views o f h i g h peaks,
and t h e I l l i n o i s Va l l e y below. The r i v e r i t s e l f i s n o t v i s i b l e e x c e p t a t the
ex t reme lower and upper p ieces o f the t r a i l .
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Severa l F o r e s t S e r v i c e roads c ross the Eas t Fo r k watershed. The peaks at t h e
head o f t h e v a r i o u s dra inages command the m o s t a t t e n t i o n , e xcep t where t h e
roads p a r a l l e l or c r o s s the drainages themselves.

Of special scen i c va l ue a r e two gorges found on t h e E a s t Fo r k and on Dunn Creek
( see Appendix D, E a s t Fork and Dunn Creek photographs). The gorge on the Eas t
Fork begins a quarter-mi le ups t ream of Chicago Creek and cont inues almost to
t h e S i s k i y ou Wilderness boundary. The gorge is abou t 15 to 40 f e e t w i de ,
con ta ined by v e r t i c a l r o c k w a l l s 15 to 90 f e e t t a l l . La rge , round bou lde rs
along w i t h a v a r i e t y of bedrock and substrate provide a c o l o r f u l representation
of the geologic assemblage w i t h i n t he bas i n . Seeps and spr ings c r e a t e h a b i t a t
f o r co lumbine, t i g e r l i l y , and f e r n s . Two l a r g e wa t e r f a l l s (approximately 25
f e e t ) and f o u r sma l le r f a l l s , h i gh gradient cascades, b o i l i n g p o t s , and r o c k
scu lp tu res a r e the mo s t prominent fea tu res w i t h i n t h e gorge.

The Dunn Creek gorge is s i m i l a r to t h e Eas t Fork gorge, b u t somewhat l e s s
d r ama t i c . I t i s f ound above Poker Creek. Severa l smal l f a l l s , cascades , r o c k
scu lp tu res , and deep poo l s a r e hidden beneath s t e e p r o c k w a l l s . The Dunn Creek
gorge i s somewhat more f o r es t ed . Ne i the r gorge i s eas i l y accessed o r a l t e r ed
by human influence .

FINDINGS

The scen i c va l ue s o f t h e E a s t Fo rk o f t h e I l l i n o i s a r e s i m i l a r t o t h o se o f
o t h e r drainages in t h e physiographic p rov ince ( t h e S i sk i you Mou n t a i n s ) . Of
p a r t i c u l a r n o t e , however, i s t he t w i n gorges o f Dunn Creek and t h e Ea s t Fo rk .
These gorges a r e v i s u a l l y and aes t h e t i c a l l y un ique, and o f s pe c i a l s ign i ficance
and va lue as a scen ic resource .

The g l a c i a l f ea tu res v i s i b l e at the headwaters of t h e E a s t Fo rk and i t s
t r i b u t a r i e s a r e un ique f o r the SCORP reg ion , and prov ide c o n t r a s t t o t he
low-e leva t ion topography, s t r eamcou r se , and vege ta t ion .

RECREATIONAL

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE" RATING

Recreat ional oppo r t un i t i e s a r e , o r have the p o t e n t i a l t o b e , unique enough to
a t t r a c t v i s i t o r s f rom o u t s i d e of t he geographic r e g i o n . V i s i t o r s would b e ‑
w i l l i n g to t r a v e l long d i s t ances to u s e t h e r i v e r r e sou r ces f o r recreat iona l
purposes. R i v e r - r e l a t e d oppor tun i t ies cou ld i n c l u de , b u t a r e n o t l i m i t e d t o ,
s i g h t s e e i n g , w i l d l i f e o b se r v a t i o n , photography, h i k i n g , fi s h i n g , h u n t i n g and
b o a t i n g .

I n t e r p r e t i v e oppor tun i t ies may be exceptional o r have t he po t e n t i a l to a t t r a c t
v i s i t o r s f rom ou t s i d e t he geographic r eg i on .

The r i v e r may p rov ide o r have the po t e n t i a l t o p r o v i d e s e t t i n g s f o r n a t i o n a l o r
reg iona l u s e or compet i t i ve e v e n t s .
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EXISTING CONDITION

The study a r e a cu r r e n t l y s u ppo r t s l ow t o moderate r e c r e a t i o n u s e , however, t h e
po t en t i a l f o r a t t r a c t i n g v i s i t o r s f rom ou t s i de t h e l o c a l a r e a i s h i g h .

The ma jo r i t y o f use occurs along the lower Eas t Fork I l l i n o i s R i v e r t r a i l , t he
Osgood D i t c h t r a i l , t he Black Bu t t e t r a i l , t he Black B u t t e T i e t r i a l , and t he
Sanger Peak t r a i l . Crazy Peak and Sanger Creek t r a i l s a r e u s e d as access
t r a i l s to the Eas t Fork f o r h i ke rs who wan t to make shor te r day loops. A l l
totaled, 11 m i l e s of maintained t r a i l s access the a rea . Loca l res iden ts enjoy
h i k i n g , horseback r i d i n g , hunt ing, fi s h i n g , s i g h t see ing , bo t an i z i n g , panning
f o r gold, and swimming.

The Eas t Fork drainage is accessed on the no r t he rn end by Fo res t Serv i ce system
roads b u i l t a s h au l roads f o r p a s t t imber sa l e s . A F o r e s t Se r v i c e r o a d system
pa ra l l e l s t he drainage on r i dges t o the e a s t and w e s t , l ead ing t o t h e S isk iyou
Wilderness on the south.

The drainage above Bybee Gulch i s accessed by e i g h t ma in ta ined system t r a i l s
t h a t l e a d t o Sanger Peak, Black Bu t t e , Twin Va l l e y, Young's Va l l e y, the
S isk iyou Wilderness, and many other i n t e r es t i ng p laces .

F ou r smal l p e r e n n i a l l akes occupy c i r ques w i t h i n t h e dra inage b u t a r e n o t w e l l
known and use is l ow.

The s tudy a r e a above Bybee Gulch, g ives the r e c r e a t i o n a l u s e r a s em i - p r im i t i v e
to p r i m i t i v e non ‐moto r i zed exper ience.

FINDINGS

Rec rea t i on use in t h e study c o r r i d o r i s moderate to l ow, b u t oppo r tun i t i es to
enhance the rec rea t i ona l values through i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a re many. Although the
Eas t Fork I l l i n o i s and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s p r o v i de some l o c a l d ispersed and
backcountry r e c r e a t i o n a l u se , the study a r e a i s n o t considered un ique i n
comparison to r e c r e a t i o n a l oppo r t un i t i e s p rov i ded on o the r r i v e r s i n the a rea .

CULTURAL - PREHISTORIC

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE" RATING

The r i v e r o r a r e a w i t h i n t h e r i v e r c o r r i d o r con ta i ns a s i t e ( s ) where there i s
ev idence o f occupa t ion or u s e by n a t i v e Americans. S i t e s m u s t be r a r e ,
one-o f -a -k ind , have unusual charac te r i s t i cs or excep t i ona l human i n t e r e s t
values. S i t e s may have na t i o na l o r r eg i ona l importance f o r i n t e r p r e t i n g
p r eh i s t o r y, may be r a r e and r e p r e s e n t an area where a cu l t u r e o r c u l t u r a l
. p e r i o d was fi r s t i d e n t i fi e d and described, may have been used concurrent ly by
t w o o r more c u l t u r a l groups, o r may have been u s ed b y c u l t u r a l groups f o r r a r e
o r sca red purposes. O f p a r t i c u l a r s i gn i ficance a r e s i t e s o r fea tu res l i s t e d i n ,
o r e l i g i b l e f o r , i n c l u s i o n i n the Na t iona l Reg i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c Places.
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EXISTING CONDITION

Cu l t u r a l resource surveys have recorded two p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h e s t udy
area . S i t e SK-243 is loca ted on p r i v a t e l a n d in t he Page Creek dra inage . I t
cons i s t s of fl a ked and ground s t o n e too l s and is probably assoc ia ted w i t h t h e
Takelma t r i b e . , S i t e SK«905 is loca ted in the L i t t l e E lde r Creek drainage.
Th i s s i t e i s a l i t h i c r educ t i o n c e n t e r a s soc i a t ed w i t h b i - p o l a r fl a k i n g
techniques. Poss ib le hammerstones and an a n v i l were r e co r ded .

The p robab i l i t y t ha t add i t i ona l s i t e s o c c u r along the Eas t Fork o r i t s
t r i b u t a r i e s i s h igh . Such s i t e s would probably b e procurement areas associated
w i t h seasonal t a s k - s pec i fi c a c t i v i t i e s .

FINDINGS

The preh is to ry of i n t e r i o r southwestern Oregon is poor ly unde rs tood in r e l a t i o n
to the r e s t o f t h e s t a t e ( A i t k e n , 1986) . The min ima l a rchaeo log ica l research
conducted to da te i n the a rea has centered on es tab l i sh i ng a l o c a l chronology
and segregat ing t h e archaeological r e c o r d i n t o c u l t u r a l componen ts . In t h i s
c o n t e x t , 3 2 y p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e i s impo r t an t i n p r o v i d i n g a d d i t i o n a l i n f o rm a t i o n
on upland p r e h i s t o r i c subsistence-settlement sys tems.

CULTURAL - HISTORIC

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE" RATING

The r i v e r o r a rea w i t h i n t h e r i v e r c o r r i d o r con t a i n s a s i t e o r f e a t u r e
assoc i a t ed w i t h a s i g n i fi c a n t e v e n t , a n impbr tan t pe rson , o r regionally un ique
l o c a t i o n ( s ) o f importance t o I n d i a n t r i b e s ( r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s , fi s h i n g ,
hun t ing , and ga the r i ng ) . A h i s t o r i c s i t e ( s ) and/or f ea t u res ( s ) i n m o s t cases i s
50 years o l d o r o l d e r . O f p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i fi cance a r e s i t e s o r fea tu res l i s t e d
i n , o r e l i g i b l e f o r i n c l u s i o n i n , the Na t i o na l Reg i s t e r o f H i s t o r i c P laces .

EXISTING CONDITION

A t o t a l o f 15 reco rded h i s t o r i c s i t e s e x i s t i n t h e s tudy area: 4 cab in s i t e s , 3
t r a i l s , 2 h i s t o r i c dumps, 2 mining s i t e s , 2 d i tches, a b r i dge , and a road
segment . Seve ra l o f t he h i s t o r i c s i t e s appear to da t e to t h e e a r l i e s t days of
gold min ing i n t h e a rea ( e a r l y 1850 ' s ) . The two mine d i t ches a r e among the
e a r l i e s t d i tches cons t r u c t ed by miners i n t h e area, and a r e assoc ia ted w i t h
S a i l o r s Diggings and the Eas te r l y Mine, an impo r t an t h yd r au l i c m in ing a r e a on
p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y ( B r o o k s and Ramp, 1968; Murphy, 1988) . A number o f
t r i b u t a r i e s , such a s Scotch Gulch, were a l s o i n v o l v e d w i t h t u r n o f t h e c e n t u r y
min ing (Brooks and Ramp, 1968 ) . None o f t he r eco rded cabins a r e s t i l l
s tand ing , b u t a t l e a s t one dates to t he l a t e 1880 's and cou ld have some
archaeo log ica l v a l u e . Other s i t e s r e p r e s e n t e a r l y F o r e s t Se r v i c e
adm in i s t r a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s ( a guard s t a t i o n and two o f t he t r a i l s ) .
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FINDINGS

Many o f t he h i s t o r i c s i t e s loca ted i n t he study a r ea a r e assoc i a t ed w i t h a
major h i s t o r i c e v e n t - t he d iscovery of g o l d in Oregon in 1850. T h i s e v e n t was
an ex t ens i ono f t he ongoing Ca l i f o r n i a Go ld Rush. The discovery o f gold had
d isas t rous e f f e c t s on l o c a l n a t i v e American populat ions and l e a d by ex tens ion
to the sett lement and development of southwestern Oregon by Euro-Americans.
H i s t o r i c min ing d i tches loca ted i n the study a rea are d i r e c t l y r i ve r - r e l a t ed .
Without w a t e r , ex tens ive hydrau l ic mining cou ld n o t have taken place at such
s i t e s as Sa i l o r s Diggings in the Waldo area.

While unique given a na t i ona l perspect ive, other s i t e s l oca ted in the region,
such as the Josephine Creek drainage, o f f e r a more comprehensive p i c t u r e of
ea r l y mining a c t i v i t i e s .

S i t e s r e l a t i n g t o e a r l y F o r e s t Serv i ce h i s t o r y a r e impo r t an t l o c a l l y , b u t does
n o t appear t o make a s i g n i fi c a n t con t r i bu t i on to t he l i t e r a t u r e .

None of the s i t e s or a reas discussed above have been evaluated as to t h e i r
e l i g i b i l i t y t o the Na t i o n a l Reg i s te r o f H i s t o r i c Places.

CULTURAL - TRADITIONAL USE

CRITERIA FOR "OUTSTANDINGLY REMARKABLE" RATING

The r i v e r o r a rea w i t h i n t he r i v e r c o r r i d o r con ta i ns r eg i o na l l y unique
loca t i ons o f importance t o I n d i a n t r i b e s ( r e l i g i o u s a c t i v i t i e s , fi s h i n g ,
hunt ing , and/or ga t he r i n g ) . Loca t i ons may have unusual c ha r a c t e r i s t i c s o r
excep t iona l c u l t u r a l va lue be ing i n t e g r a l to cont inued p u r s u i t o f such
a c t i v i t i e s . Loca t i ons may have been assoc i a t ed w i t h t r e a t e d r i g h t s o n ceded
lands o r a c t i v i t i e s unp r o t e c t ed by t r e a t y on ceded lands o r i n t r a d i t i o n a l
t e r r i t o r i e s ou t s i de ceded lands.

EXISTING CONDITION

N o know t r a d i t i o n a l use areas e x i s t w i t h i n the Eas t Fork study area.

FINDINGS

No evidence suggests t h a t the Ea s t Fork of t he I l l i n o i s R i v e r s tudy a rea is
p resen t l y used f o r t r a d i t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s b y l o c a l i n d i a n groups. The th ree
I n d i a n t r i b e s (To lowa , Karuk, Ta ke lma ‐S i l e t z ) consu l ted d i d n o t p r o v i d e
a d d i t i o n a l i n fo rma t i on .
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.APPENDlX D

PHOTOGRAPHS OF EAST FORK AND DUNN CREEK GORGES

Typical Smaller Falls --East

East Fork cascade and cool





Clear water and riparian

Second large East Fork fails at a distance







Scenes from Dunn Creek


